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VOTING 2020
Things You Need to Know

   Guest speaker Kay Hickman, a member of the Worcester County 
Board of Elections, provided a guide to voting in the 2020 election 
during the September General Meeting of the Democratic Club of 
Worcester County (DCWC).
   She began by assuring those attending via Zoom that absentee 
ballots and mail-in ballots are the same. As many voters are choosing 
to vote by mail-in ballot, Mrs. Hickman shared critical information to 
assure that your ballot will be received and counted. 
   Number 1 Use a #2 pencil when filling in your ballot. If you use 
ink, the ink may bleed through the paper ballot and cause the ballot to 
be discarded.
  Number 2 DO NOT WRITE ON THE BALLOT.  If you write 
anything on the ballot, it will not be counted.
  Number 3 SIGN THE ENVELOPE. If you fail to affix your signature 
to the outside of the envelope in which the ballot will be mailed, your 
ballot will not be counted.
  Number 4 Send only one (1) ballot per envelope. If you mail more 
than one ballot from your household in the same envelope, the ballots 
will NOT be counted. Must be postmarked by November 3rd.
  Number 5 You must decide by October 20 how you plan to vote. 
Applications for mail-in ballots must be received by  Tuesday, October 
20. If you have requested a mail-in ballot, you may NOT vote in 
person, except by provisional ballot. 
  Number 6 No additional postage is needed when mailing in your 
ballot.                  (Continued on page 2.)
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VOTING 2020 Things You 
Need to Know

(Continued from page 1.) 
  Number 7 The State Board oof Elections allows you to track your 
ballot.
  Number 8 Contact the Board of Elections office in Snow Hill for 
instructions if you or someone you know is unable to sign their mail-in 
ballot. A helper is allowed to assist in these cases, but there is a form 
that must be filled in to accompany the ballot when it is mailed.
  Number 9 Mail-in ballot Drop Boxes will be located at all polling 
sites and at the Board of Elections offices in Snow Hill. You may deliver 
your ballot to a Drop Box anytime up to and including Election Day, 
Tuesday, November 3rd.

POLLING PLACES
Ocean City 

Convention Center

Stephen Decatur 
Middle School

Snow Hill 
Middle School

Pocomoke Volunteer
Firemen’s Hall

VOTING IN PERSON 
  If you have chosen to vote in-person, you may vote early beginning on 
Monday, October 26 from 7 am until 8 pm. The ONLY early voting 
center this year is at the Roland E. Powell Convention Center in 
Ocean City where the ballroom will be used to assure appropriate 
social distancing. You must wear a mask. If you have a mail-in 
ballot, it may be handed in at the early voting center beginning 
October 26 and running through November 2 when early voting ends. 
  On election day, Tuesday, November 3, YOU MAY VOTE AT ANY 
ONE OF THE FOUR CENTERS. You will not be required this year 
to vote at your usual polling place. You may choose to vote in Ocean 
City at the Convention Center, in Berlin at Stephen Decatur Middle 
School, in Snow Hill at Snow Hill Middle School, or at the Pocomoke 
Volunteer Fire Station in Pocomoke. Your vote will count at any of 
these four locations. 
   Your vote is critical. Election officials are committed to keeping 
you safe as you vote and to protecting your right to vote. Please report 
any efforts at voter intimidation at the polls. Poll workers are trained 
and certified. They are easily identified by the badges they wear. No 
electioneering is allowed within 100 feet of a polling station and no 
one without authorization should ever challenge your right to vote or 
threaten you in any way as you make your way into the polling place. 
Any effort at voter intimidation or harassment should be reported.
Call the Election Protection Hotline at 866-OUR-VOTE 
(866-687-8683 or you may call the U.S. Department of Justice voting 
rights hotline at 1-800-253-3931. VOTE.  

NOVEMBER 3, 2020
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BLUE WAVE FOR BIDEN. Every Friday until the election, join your fellow 
Dems at the Route 50 West OC Park ’n Ride! Wear blue and bring a sign.
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Voter Intimidation Is Against the Law. How Can You Recognize It? 
Voter intimidation is a federal crime. Federal law says it is illegal to “intimidate, threaten, or 
coerce, any other person for the purpose of interfering with the right of such other person to 
vote or to vote as he may choose.” Many state laws protect voters from intimidation, 
too. People who intimidate or attempt to intimidate voters—or interfere with the right to vote
—are subject to steep civil penalties. 
The ACLU provides a list of examples of voter intimidation. Some examples of 
voter intimidation include: 

• Aggressively questioning voters about their citizenship, criminal record or other 
qualifications to vote. 

• Aggressively questioning voters about their political choices. 
• Spreading false information about voter requirements. 
• Falsely representing oneself as an election official. 
• Physically blocking polling places. 
• Displaying false or misleading signs about voter fraud and related criminal penalties. 
• Using threatening language in or near a polling place. 
• Yelling at people or calling people names while they are in line to vote. 
• Disrupting or interrogating voters. 
• Looking over people's shoulders while they are voting. 
• Other forms of harassment, particularly harassment targeting non-English speakers 

and voters of color. 

The U.S. Attorney’s Office in Arizona has similarly listed examples of voter intimidation: “For 
example, persons attempting to interrupt or intimidate voters by questioning, challenging, 
photographing or videotaping them at polling places – especially under the guise of 
uncovering illegal voting – may be violating federal voting rights law.” 

If you think you’re encountering or witnessing voter intimidation, call the Election Protection 
Hotline at 866-OUR-VOTE (866-687-8683) to get voting help from a trained election 
protection volunteer. They are there to help. For non-English speakers, there are some 
language-specific options available. If you are being threatened with violence, call 911. 
You should also report anything suspicious or intimidating to your local election official, 
immediately. Visit USA.gov to find your state or local election office’s website. Remember: 
voter intimidation is against the law, and it should not be tolerated. Local election officials and 
law enforcement have a responsibility to protect voters from voter intimidation of any kind.                      
-Bryan Dewan, September 30, 2020

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/594
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/voting-rights/#someone-is-interfering-with-my-right-to-vote
https://www.justice.gov/usao-az/pr/us-attorneys-office-announces-efforts-protect-voters-and-prevent-fraud-november-2018
https://866ourvote.org/
https://866ourvote.org/
https://866ourvote.org/about/
https://866ourvote.org/about/
https://www.usa.gov/election-office
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/594
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/voting-rights/#someone-is-interfering-with-my-right-to-vote
https://www.justice.gov/usao-az/pr/us-attorneys-office-announces-efforts-protect-voters-and-prevent-fraud-november-2018
https://866ourvote.org/
https://866ourvote.org/
https://866ourvote.org/about/
https://866ourvote.org/about/
https://www.usa.gov/election-office
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There’s Still Time To Get Involved
Every Thursday until the election on November 3rd, join POST CARD PARTIES via 
ZOOM! A recurring meeting, use this link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84703515665. 
The meeting ID is 847 0351 5665. Help write and mail postcards on behalf of 
Democratic candidates. Easy to do. Effective and fun.

VOTER REGISTRATION HELP
NEW VOTER REGISTRATION IS ONGOING. Contact Gail Jankowski at 
410-208-3470 to volunteer for Saturday, October 17th, 9:00 - 12:00, Salisbury Middle 
School, 607 Morris Street, Salisbury, MD, a Community Resource Event sponsored by 
the Vulnerable Population Task Force OR Saturday, October 24, 9:00 - 12:00, Prince 
Street Elementary School, 400 Prince Street, Salisbury, MD, a Community Resource 
Event hosted by the Vulnerable Population Task Force.

SEND A DONATION IN ANY AMOUNT
Campaigns are still seeking donations and there are many excellent Democratic 
candidates. Of course, Biden/Harris, but also here in Maryland Mia Mason. Vital 
Senate races are hair-raisingly close so Democratic candidates need support: Bullock 
(Montana*), Greenfield (Iowa*), Ossoff (Georgia*), Bollier (Kansas*), Warnock 
(Georgia*), Jones (Alabama), Harrison (SC), Swearengin (West VA), Hegar (Texas*), 
McGrath (Kentucky), Espy (Mississippi), Perkins (Louisiana), Bradshaw (Tennessee), 
Jordan (Idaho), Kelly (Arizona), Hickenlooper (Colorado), Cunningham (N. Carolina), 
Gideon (Maine). Some of these races are toss-ups but WINNABLE for Democrats. 
Those races are followed by an *. Consider donating to them.

LET’S DO IT!

CHECK OUT GOTV - Get Out the Vote
Go to the GOTV website and type in your zip code. It will give you information on 
volunteer opportunities in your area, as well as information on how to create virtual 
events in your area that help GET OUT THE VOTE!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84703515665
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84703515665
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District 1 in Maryland needs a U.S. Congressperson to 
represent the people’s interests and bring integrity back 

to the Maryland 1st District seat in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. Vote Blue! Vote Mia!
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PACKING THE SUPREME COURT EXPLAINED

Under the Constitution, the number of Supreme Court Justices is not fixed, and Congress can 
change it by passing an act that is then signed by the President. Article III, Section 1 starts with 
a broad direction to Congress to establish the court system: “The judicial Power of the United 
States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may 
from time to time ordain and establish.” 

The number of Justices has changed over time. The Judiciary Act of 1789 established the first 
Supreme Court, with six Justices. In 1801, President John Adams and a lame-duck Federalist 
Congress passed the Judiciary Act of 1801, which reduced the Court to five Justices in an 
attempt to limit incoming President Thomas Jefferson’s appointments. Jefferson and his 
Democratic-Republicans soon repealed that act, putting the Court back to six Justices. Then, in 
1807, Jefferson and Congress added a seventh Justice when Congress added a seventh federal 
court circuit. 

In early 1837, President Andrew Jackson was able to add two additional Justices after Congress 
expanded the number of federal circuit court districts. Under different circumstances, Congress 
created the 10th Circuit in 1863 during the Civil War, and the Court briefly had 10 Justices. 
Congress then passed legislation in 1866 to reduce the Court to seven Justices. That only lasted 
until 1869, when a new Judiciary Act sponsored by Senator Lyman Trumbull put the number 
back to nine Justices, with six required at a sitting to form a quorum. (President Ulysses S. 
Grant eventually signed that legislation and nominated William Strong and Joseph Bradley to 
the newly restored seats.) 

Since then, aside from President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s ill-fated threat in 1937 to add new 
Justices to the Supreme Court who sympathized with his policies, the number of Justices on the 
Court as remained stable. 

Roosevelt was particularly upset by the Court’s 1935 decision in Schechter Poultry Corp. v. 
United States. The unanimous decision invalidated a part of the National Industrial Recovery 
Act, one of the projects passed during FDR’s 100-day program in 1933. President Roosevelt did 
not mince words a week later when he talked to the press. “You see the implications of the 
decision. That is why I say it is one of the most important decisions ever rendered in this 
country,” Roosevelt told reporters on May 31, 1935. “We have been relegated to the horse-and-
buggy definition of interstate commerce.” 

As Roosevelt started his second term, he used one of this fireside chats in March 1937 to make 
his case to the American people for adding Justices to the Supreme Court who agreed with him.   

By Steve Cohen

[Continued on page 8]
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“This plan of mine is not attacking of the court; it seeks to restore the court to its rightful and historic 
place in our system of constitutional government and to have it resume its high task of building anew on 
the Constitution ‘a system of living law.’ The court itself can best undo what the court has done,” 
Roosevelt said.

The legislation struggled to gain support and was opposed not only by Chief Justice Charles Evans 
Hughes but also by Justice Louis Brandeis and members of Roosevelt’s own Democratic Party. Soon, 
changing voting patterns on the Court along with vacancies made the court-packing plan a moot point.

A recent idea proposed by Court reform advocates to place term limits on Supreme Court Justices raises 
a different set of constitutional questions. One theoretical question is if term limits match the Founders’ 
intent when the Constitution was written. Another is how term limits for the Supreme Court would be 
enacted.

Many, but not all, scholars believe a constitutional amendment is needed to place term limits on 
Supreme Court Justices. But in a a 2017 petition from the group Fix the Court, 21 law professors proposed 
implementing term limits using an act of Congress.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who died in September at the age of 87 following a battle with cancer, told NPR 
last year that court-packing would only make the Supreme Court appear more partisan, not objective.
“If anything would make the court appear partisan,” she said, “it would be that; one side saying when 
we’re in power, we’re going to enlarge the number of judges, so we would have more people who would 
vote the way we want them to.”

PACKING THE SUPREME COURT EXPLAINED
[Continued from page 9]
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Forty-Five 
by Frank Fox

Never a president as bad as forty-five.
Revolving cabinet, convicted cohorts, 
country in a nosedive.

Reality TV clown, business failure, con man.
Only to dictators, enablers, right wingers
Is he the Man.

Tax breaks to wealthy, no health coverage for the poor.
Destroys alliances, pacts, rules of law
And much more.

Sends rental-van storm troopers, spouts “law and order.”
Trash-tweets all day and into the night, cages 
Children at the border.

Commander-in-tweet signs bills with a crayon.
Trash talks at his rallies and on Fox, breaks
Treaties and on and on.

While in a pandemic, holds unmasked big rallies.
Defends dictators, authoritarians, and ignores
Democratic allies.

Said Covid-19 would disappear in warm weather.
What Art-of-the-Deal is it for farmers and business
Men together?

This lying miscreant should not have been elected.
This November 3rd let’s see that is
Corrected.
2020

PICK UP BIDEN/HARRIS SIGNS 
AT THE SNOW HILL 

WORCESTER DEMOCRATIC  
CAMPAIGN CENTER IN THE 

BUSINESS DISTRICT AT THE 
INTERSECTION OF GREEN AND 
WASHINGTON STREETS. OPEN 

9 AM TO 5 PM MONDAY 
THROUGH SATURDAY OR 

CONTACT VICKY WALLACE AT 
vick1947@aol.com. 

PUT UP THOSE SIGNS!

There is a cult of ignorance in the United 
States, and there has always been. The strain of 
anti-intellectualism has been a constant thread 
winding its way through our political and 
cultural life, nurtured by the false notion that 
democracy means that my ignorance is just as 
good as your knowledge.
      - Isaac Asimov

Don Grace 
standing by a 
large Biden/
Harris sign he 
and Tom Weiland 
set up in 
Southern 
Worcester 
County. Pick up  
a yard sign and
Display it at 
home! 
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DUNES MANOR HOTEL, 28OO BALTIMORE AVE., OC, MD

DCWC ELECTION NIGHT EVENT

6 to 9 pm in the Genesar Ballroom

Sponsored by the Democratic Party of Worcester County

$20 per person             $30 per couple                  4 to a table

2020

Join fellow 
Democrats to 

dine and watch 
Election Night 

results in a 
comfortable 

setting.

Social distancing 
required. Only 4 
to a table. Masks 

required to 
enter. All MD 

protocols will be 
practiced.

***************************************************************************************************************************

BANQUET STYLE SET-UP. MENU CHOICES ARE: 
Harvest Salad with Chicken  Manor Beach Burger            Turkey Wrap BLT 
Cash Bar in the Zippy Lewis Lounge 

PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE ABOVE MENU ITEMS AND RETURN THIS FORM 
WITH CHECK MADE OUT TO DCWC TO HARRIET BATIS, 38032 BAYVIEW CIRCLE, 
SELBYVILLE, DE 19975 

Name: ___________________________________  Amount Enclosed $______ 

Item Choice #1 _____________________________ 

Item Choice #2 _____________________________



DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF WORCESTER COUNTY OCTOBER 12, 2020

PAGE 11

Mini-Calendar It’s Hard to Know Where to Begin
by Gwen Lehman

Tuesday, October 13 
Deadline to register to vote

Tuesday, October 20 
Last day to request a ballot

Thursday, October 22 
General Meeting for DCWC via Zoom
7 p.m. Speaker Kristy Fogle from the MD 
Progressive Healthcare Coalition

Monday, October 26 to Monday, 
November 2nd 
Early in-person voting begins at Roland E. 
Powell Convention Center, OC, MD

Tuesday, November 3 ELECTION DAY 

Tuesday, November 3 
DCWC Election Night Event
Dunes Manor, 2800 Baltimore Ave, OC
6 to 9 pm
Tickets still available. Contact Harriet Batis.

   Okay, here’s the problem: I keep trying to make things make 
sense. I read the NYT and the Washington Post, The Atlantic 
Monthly, The Hightower Lowdown, Vanity Fair, Heather Cox 
Richardson, Bill Moyers, Frank Bruni, books on current issues, 
editorials from Teen Vogue (they are surprisingly good), and still, 
still, I am left in a state of bewilderment. I have no doubt that 
Donald J. Trump is a whacko, and becomes more of a whacko 
every day. He is a vengeful egomaniac who thinks he is a “superb 
physical specimen” and “young” to boot. I am his age. I some-
times think I’m young, then I try to get up from my chair and 
realize that it is going to take at least one arm and a palm for me 
to do so, but at least I can do it without gasping for breath.
   His call for indictments of Obama and Biden and Hillary, oh 
god, Hillary, are crazy. Looney-tunes crazy. And yet Mike 
Pompeo promises to release Hillary’s emails! What is wrong with 
Big Mike? Has he been out of the country so long he doesn’t 
know who’s running? Has he lost his mind? Is he as loopy as 45? 
The email thing is over.
   And how will Bill Barr respond to 45’s demand that he arrest 
somebody? Somebody who? Whoever 45 hates today? How 
about starting with domestic terrorists instead, Bill? Bill Barr, 
what a joke he’s become, another once-respected (that is so hard 
to write) lawyer who has turned into a real swamp-rat; and one 
foolish enough to believe he can’t fit under the bus 45 will throw 
him under. Can he be that dense? Or does he think his kind of 
density can not possibly fit under a Greyhound? 
   This goes on daily, hourly, minute by minute, and Republicans?
They’ve all developed laryngitis. Can’t talk. Phone’s on mute.
Duck and cover. No protest. No let’s meet and talk about this 
because this is crazy, even for us? The only ones talking are the 
ones that sound so incredibly defective in mind and soul that 
they force you to think that the entire Republican side of 
Congress and all of the R’s campaign staff are on some kind of 
hallucinogen that tells them everything will be alright.
   None of this makes sense. What makes no sense at all is that 
this is playing out in front of us and everyone from religious 
leaders to ex-government officials, including military and former 
Republican governors are endorsing Biden and there are no 
legitimate Republicans screaming STOP THIS MAN! We are in 
dangerous times and there appears to be no one left in the 
current Republican congressional caucuses willing to save the 
country. They are only interested in saving themselves.


