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Coming to You from the Left Side of the House and the Senate

BLACK LIVES MATTER
Local Marches Take Place in Ocean City and Berlin in Support of BLM
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ON THE MOVE FOR JUSTICE
On June 6th, hundreds of county residents gathered for a peaceful march on the Boardwalk in Ocean City to
protest the death of George Floyd at the hands of a Minneapolis police oﬃcer. The success of this march
brought hope and some degree of consolation to a local outraged public. Then, KKK literature began to appear
in driveways in Ocean Pines, Berlin, and West Ocean City.
As reported in the Bayside Gazette (June 22, 2020), Ocean Pines Police Chief Dave Massey said that “literature
was found in small bags in front of residents’ houses. . . it was clear that they were thrown from a car which
quickly left.” Local residents who found the literature in their driveways, on their lawns, at the edges of their
property were shocked, surprised, and dismayed. Some have written letters to the editors of local papers, some
contacted local authorities, and some took to the streets of Berlin.
On Saturday, June 27th, local residents once again marched in support of Black Lives Matter. Hosted by a
newly founded organization, the African American Coalition of Worcester County, the march began in Stephen
Decatur Park and wound its way to the World War II Memorial on North Main Street. (Continued on page 3.)
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A Message from Your President
Tom Butler, President, DCWC
Greetings fellow Democrats:
During this time of self-isolation from the Corona virus, we have completed two Democratic Club Virtual meetings and
a Virtual Candidate Forum. All were well attended with around 30 participants each meeting. Thank you to all those who
showed support with their participation. As is our tradition, there are no meetings during July and August. However, your
board is still active and holding Executive Board meetings.
Club Events in the Works: You probably have seen the announcement for the annual Labor Day Picnic. It has been
discussed several times at both board and general meetings, with many excellent suggestions on how to pull it oﬀ. In
truth, however, the nationwide uncontrolled pandemic makes deciding to proceed exceedingly problematic.With just
two months before Labor Day, I feel we must make a final decision at our board meeting this July and proceed
accordingly.
The board is working on another upcoming event. We are working with the Dunes Manor Hotel to hold an Election
Day Victory Celebration. The full details are not yet completed, but the venue is established and food and drink
proposals are in the works. Stay tuned for further announcements.
The Ways and Means Committee is working with a vendor on a flower sale for next spring. The committee also has
ideas for additional events. If you have an idea for a fundraiser, send me an email (thomasebutler11@mediacombb.net)
Snow Hill Campaign Center: The Democratic Central Committee of Worcester County (DCCWC) will again
have a campaign center for this election cycle. This year it is located in Snow Hill. Volunteers are needed to staﬀ the
oﬃce. The hours of operation are Monday through Saturday 9 am to 6 pm in 4-hour shifts. (9 - 1 and 2 - 6) Anyone
interested should contact Lanny Hickman by phone (410.600.0552) or email (soonerlanny@gmail.com.)
Maryland Democratic Party Platform: As a member of the Worcester County Central Committee, I just
received a copy of the party platform for 2020. This is an extremely comprehensive report of over 40-pages; much too
detailed to include here. I took the liberty of extracting some of the items I thought salient. Besides being our platform,
it is also Maryland Democrats’ Recommendation for 2020 DNC Platform.
As stated in the Platform Framework, “the platform addresses issues and areas critically important to our state’s and
nation’s future from three viewpoints or lenses.”
”Infrastructure: we must consider the impact of our society’s communication backbone on every aspect of our lives.”
“Changing climate: climate change is an urgent and a defining challenge of our time;” and
“Equity: the party’s most fundamental value is fairness - equity. Discrimination in any form against any person damages
every person. The Democratic Party is committed to state and local governments fostering a trusting, respectful
working relationship between police oﬃcers and the public.”
The party platform considers the following:
Rights and Equity, Environment and the Climate Crisis, Health, Education, Economy, Employment, Housing, Rural and
Agriculture, Governance and Voting, and Infrastructure. Each of these topics is discussed in great detail. Over the next
couple of months, I will discuss many of these topics. Stay tuned.

VOTE BLUE
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ON THE MOVE FOR JUSTICE (Continued from page 1.)
Local citizens of all ages joined the march through Berlin. All participants were required to wear face
masks and to comply with social distancing. Bottled water was distributed to marchers along the route and
at the home base in Stephen Decatur Park. The heat and humidity did not deter marchers.
Rosie Bean, who spear-headed the Ocean City Boardwalk March earlier in the month, was also involved
in organizing the Berlin March, side-by-side with Denise Meade-Cervantes, Dr. Roxie Dennis-Acholonu,
and Adrian Bowen. Todd Nock, Pocomoke City Councilman, was also a prominent participant. The
number of speakers included Berlin Councilman Elroy Brittingham, Roxie Dennis-Acholonu, and Todd
Nock.
Many local residents are now asking themselves what they can do individually and as members of local
organizations in the fight to secure justice, equality, and liberty for all - the promise of America, but a
promise that has yet to be fulfilled.
~ Gwen Lehman
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July 8, 2021
Biden, the 46th president, has been in
office for seven months. The widely
popular administration has taken the
country back from chaos and given new
hope for all people. The Democratic
Party led House and Senate have been
working to remove onerous executive
decrees and restore previous programs.

(The fun continues on page 5.)
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July 8, 2021 by Francis Fox (Continued from page 4.)
The previous administration’s actions left a gutted and disheartened Federal
workforce. But restoring the workforce confidence are new Cabinet Secretaries
including Andrew Cuomo (Secretary of State), Colin Powell (Defense), Anthony
Fauci (Health), James B. Comey (FBI), Michael Bloomberg (Commerce), Bernie
Sanders (Chief of Staff), Tom Steyer (Trade), Pete Buttigieg (Intelligence),
Elizabeth Warren (CIA), Al Gore (EPA), and Andrew Yang (Small Business).
Congress has passed legislation to plant climbing roses on 150 miles of the
(Trump’s) border wall with Mexico.

Where are they now?
Donald Trump has been indicted by seven states and four foreign countries
since out of office. His new start up business is: Bunker Inspections LLC.
Mitch McConnell has been seen mucking stables in Kentucky.
Bill Barr is chasing ambulances in Moose, Maine.
Mike Pence is a gay rights activist in Indiana.
Kellyanne Conway is an advisor to Nicolas Maduro.
Stephen Miller is an advisor to Vladimir Putin.
Melania Trump has been granted a divorce on the grounds of Mental Cruelty.
Mike Pompeo is a security guard in a local Walmart.
Steven Mnuchin is working a bank outside teller window.
Betsy DeVos is a substitute professor at Trump University.
All other former Trump cohorts have been unable to find anyone to hire them.

Oh, how we wish! Thanks, Frank!

VOTE BLUE!
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DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF WORCESTER COUNTY MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Dear Friends of the Democratic Club of Worcester County:
As a member of the Board of Directors of the DCWC, I am asking for your help. As past, and hopefully,
future members, we are asking that you take this opportunity to renew your membership. Memberships are
available for $15 for an individual or $25 for a couple. DCWC will extend your membership through
December 31, 2021. TWO YEARS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE. Members who have already purchased their
2020 membership will have it extended through December 31, 2021 as well. Mail your check to the DCWC,
Post Office Box 1664, Berlin, Maryland, 21811. If you are not sure you have paid your 2020 membership
fee, contact Jan Nissen-Hawkins at redhatmum6@gmail.com.
We meet on the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 for coffee and conversation. Our program/speaker
begins at 7:00. Currently, our meetings are being held via Zoom, so the coffee and conversation prior to the
meetings are not yet a part of our welcome to the DCWC meetings.
Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, the DCWC canceled all its activities through June. At this time, our next
DCWC scheduled fund raiser, the Labor Day Picnic, is pending and not certain to be held. The Spirit of the
Party Breakfast, sponsored by the Democratic Central Committee, is scheduled for October 17 in Snow Hill,
but it is also pending. We will share information about these two events as it becomes available.
Stay safe and thank you for your support.
Vicky Wallace,
Vice President, DCWC
410-208-2969/Vick1947@aol.com

2020-2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF WORCESTER COUNTY
Your Name ___________________________________________________________
Your Primary Address __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________ Email: _____________________________________
DUES: $15 Single
$25 Family
Make checks payable to DCWC.
Print this form and send with your check to: DCWC, P.O. 1664, Berlin, MD 21811
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MANDATORY MASK WEARING: IS IT CONSTITUTIONAL?
By Steve Cohen
State government has broad power in times of emergency. That’s the nature of this public health crisis.
It’s an extraordinary time. Being required to wear a mask isn’t a violation of a person’s civil or constitutional
rights as long as everyone has to do the same.
Governments have the power to regulate in the name of safety. In a pandemic, state governments make the
rules.
Under the U.S. Constitution’s 10th Amendment and U.S. Supreme Court decisions over nearly 200 years, state
governments have the primary authority to control the spread of dangerous diseases within their jurisdictions.
The 10th Amendment, which gives states all powers not specifically given to the federal government, allows
them the authority to take public health emergency actions, such as setting quarantines and business
restrictions.
As a reminder, the 1oth Amendment says, “Powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.”
States also retain significant emergency powers to regulate public safety and health through their own state
constitutions and legal precedent dating back to the early 1800s. These are called police powers.
The federal government’s quarantine powers are limited to those things the feds control, like ports of entry,
airspace, and such. States each have specific laws that set out who has that authority.
State and local governments are primarily responsible for maintaining public health and controlling the spread
of diseases within state borders. Among other state public health emergency preparedness powers, every state,
the District of Columbia, and most territories have laws authorizing quarantine and isolation, usually through
the state’s health authority.
Like every rule, there are exceptions. If you will create a safety hazard at work (under established health and
safety guidelines) by wearing a face covering, you do not have to wear one.
If you have a physical, intellectual, or developmental disability that prevents you from wearing a face covering,
you do not have to wear one. If you are deaf and use facial and mouth movements as a part of communication,
you can remove your mask while communicating. Anyone who has trouble breathing, or is not able to take oﬀ
a face covering without help, should not wear one. If you have a chronic respiratory condition, you should get
documentation from a medical professional.
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Local Democratic Events Still Pending
Final decisions have not yet been made regarding the traditional DCWC Labor Day Picnic in
White Horse Park and the Annual Spirit of the Party Breakfast in Snow Hill. Both events remain on the
calendar.
The Labor Day picnic is scheduled for September 7th from noon to 3 pm. If the event goes
forward, those attending will be asked to bring their own picnic lunch. Drinks, including beer and wine,
will be provided by DCWC. Appropriate social distancing will be practiced. There will be live entertainment, as well as featured speakers celebrating essential workers.
An October event, the 16th Annual “Spirit of the Party” Breakfast is still scheduled for 8:30 am on
the 17th at the Snow Hill Volunteer Fire Department on Snow Hill Road. Pancakes, sausages, fruit, juice
and coﬀee will be served. The ticket price is $20 per person for Democratic Club of Worcester County
members, members of the Democratic Central Committee and their guests. The non-member ticket cost
is $25. Several guest speakers will be featured.
As concerns remain about Covid-19, local Democratic organizations are taking into consideration
all recommendations from state and local governments regarding potentially large gatherings of people in
outdoor and indoor venues. As soon as final decisions are made, information will be sent to the
membership of DCWC regarding both events. In the meantime, stay safe.

Got a Business, A Cause? Run an
Advert in our Newsletter!

KAYAK TOURS
Call Tom at 443-523-4491 to rent a kayak or
enjoy an easy kayak tour. Reasonable rates.
Loads of fun on the water and in the sun.

The Newsletter of the Democratic Club of
Worcester County is going to begin running onequarter page to one-eighth of a page (1/4 - 1/8th)
promotions/advertisements for local businesses,
charitable causes, and non-profits. If you are a small
business owner, have a charitable cause for which
you would like to raise funds, are a member of a
club seeking members, or are a local non-profit
seeking to promote the work that you do for our
community, you may send an electronic copy of
your promotion/advertisement to
gwenlehman@yahoo.com for inclusion in our
newsletter. When your promotion/ad is run in a
monthly newsletter, you will receive an invoice in
the amount of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for a
quarter page promo or $15 for an 1/8th of a page
promo. Payment will then be due and should be
sent to:
DCWC, P.O.Box 1664, Berlin, MD 21811.
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VERIFIABLE

A monthly contribution from JOE BEGGS

Editor’s Note: In a series of four monthly articles, local political commentator Joe Beggs
will attempt to answer the question WHY? Why does Trump’s “base” think he’s so great?
Why are Republicans silent when Trump does the inexplicable things he does? Why does
Trump get by with open corruption? And most importantly, why do the rich and the
huge corporations support him at every turn? The answers make a lot of sense, but they
will not come as a “great revelation.” We’ve known it all along.

TRUMP: GETTING AWAY WITH IT
There is no doubt in any sane person’s mind that Donald Trump is corrupt and obsessed with selfservice. Last month I discussed the Republican Party’s support of Trump, but I saved the bad news for
this month. The corruption and dismantling of the United States Government by Donald
Trump and the Republican Party is deliberate. [See “The Fifth Risk” by Michael Lewis]
When the Trump Administration was barely a month old, in late February 2017, Steve Bannon said, in
an interview at a Republican conference (CPAC), that one of Trump’s top priorities was the “deconstruction of the administrative state.” Since that time, the agencies of our government which were
specifically designed to keep the American People safe have been decimated beyond recognition. The
EPA, the CDC, the Agriculture Department, the Justice Department, the State Department, our
intelligence agencies, and the Treasury, have been discredited, defunded, and depopulated. Even our
Armed Forces have been diminished by the tweeted attacks of Donald Trump.
Abroad, our traditional allies and trading partners have been alienated at every turn by the Trump
government. The Western democracies are aghast at the hostility and incompetence of our diplomatic
eﬀorts. The Putins, Xis, and Kim Jong-Uns of the world are laughing at our ineptitude. Our Allies are
bewildered and confused.
If you discount Trump’s greedy motivations, the question must be asked, who does this so-called
“deconstruction” benefit? Let’s look at what’s happened, step by step.
1. The big tax break, passed in December of 2017, was a huge benefit to the rich and Large
Corporations.
2. The appointment of 200 federal judges by Trump (actually by the Federalist Society) added a marked
Conservative bias to our judicial system. Biggest beneficiary? Large Corporations.
3. Hollowing out the EPA and slashing the regulatory powers of the Energy and Agriculture
Departments weakened our ability to regulate Big Oil, Big Pharma, and Big Farming. Another boon
to Large Corporations.
4. Turning the Consumer Protection Agency into a non-entity has allowed the Big Financial corporations and Big Banks to get back into “sneaky finances.” Removing the U.S. (Continued on page 9)
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TRUMP: GETTING AWAY WITH IT (Continued from page 8)
from the Paris Agreement (Climate Change) and the Trans-Pacific Partnership (regulating trade in the
Pacific) was a windfall for the Big Oil and Foreign Trade Corporations. Again, Large Corporations.
It’s pretty obvious who benefited from all this “deconstruction.”
The very wealthy top 1% and our biggest corporations are absolutely thrilled with what Donald Trump has
done. In fact, they would like it to continue for another four years. To illustrate why they are so happy, take a
look at this one statistic from the non-partisan Brookings Institute: “The top one percent of the usual
income distribution holds over $25 trillion in wealth, which exceeds the wealth of the bottom
80%.”
How much money is this? Well, 10% of that $25 trillion would pay for over 4 years of the US military, in its
entirety. Or, 10% would pay for Medicare for 4 years. That same 10% would allow child care to be free for 60
years for the entire country. It would easily pay oﬀ all student college debt in America, with a trillion dollars
left over. And each rich person would have 90% of their assets still in hand.
These “Big Boys,” as I like to call them, are just not tolerating Donald Trump’s dismantling of the
government. They are donating big money for Trump’s reelection. And in this country, when these “Big
Boys” want something, they usually get it.
Only our votes can stop this juggernaut from succeeding.

VOTE! VOTE!! VOTE!!!
Trump has pushed the
deficit to over $1 trillion, a 74%
increase in just four years and
we have nothing to show for it.
No new infrastructure, no
great social programs and
virtually no CDC to protect us
from the
Coronavirus epidemic.
Trump has gutted us for
nothing.
@girls really rule
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Geranium Sale
Sponsored by the DCWC of Ocean Pines, Maryland

Pre-Order with Pick-up Monday, May 8th, 2021
$6 per pot. Choose red, white, bright pink, cherry rose, salmon,
lavender, blue, or watermelon.
Send your order to Harriet Batis at 38032 Bayview Circle West, Selbyville, DE 19975
Deadline for orders is May 1, 2021.
Checks should be made payable to DCWC. Thank you!
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It’s Hard to Know Where to Begin
by Gwen Lehman
Delusion: noun; an idiosyncratic belief or impression that is firmly
maintained despite being contradicted by what is generally accepted
as reality or rational argument, typically a symptom of mental
disorder. I begin with this because I believe that our current “president”
and “vice-president” may be delusional. I taught psychology for 46 years and
have some degree of understanding regarding this as a symptom of mental
illness and have great empathy for those who suﬀer from delusions, whether
they be of grandeur or paranoia. Is anything ringing any bells here? Like, oh, say
GRANDEUR? PARANOIA?
Now, if Trump and Pence are mentally ill - within the realm of possibility,
folks - then they should be treated for their illnesses, preferably by locking
them up somewhere in an institution. It could be a government institution,
just not a political oﬃce, civil service job, cabinet, advisory board - you get
the idea. I’m thinking more Shepherd Pratt.
Clearly, there is something delusional about their thinking in so many ways,
not least of all in supposing that the viral pandemic sweeping the world has
somehow dealt the U.S. only a glancing blow. American Exceptionalism’s
finest hour.
Pence has delusionally concluded that there is no longer a need to meet
with the members of his own Task Force, or to report to the nation what
strategies our government is putting in place to make sure its citizenry stays
alive. Well, they are Republicans, and one of them did say, “There are worse
things than death.” Shocking, right? More so, because it was said completely
without irony as one of the worse things than death is the current Republican
Party. That particular Republican is, I believe, from Texas, where he may
soon decide he wants to rethink that claim as cases of Covid-19 are reaching
record highs and he is still living there, probably without a mask.
And what about The Donald? You need only know this: he believes he has
done more for African-Americans, People of Color, Blacks in America than
Abraham Lincoln. I rest my case.
But of course, there is no need to rest my case on that gem the size of the
Hope diamond. Abraham Lincoln? He also believes Jared Kushner is the man
to secure peace in the Middle East, that the distinction of a great businessman is how many businesses you can bankrupt, that Vladimir Putin can be
trusted, that quid pro quo’s are not really quid pro quo’s but they work so why
not use them, that a hurricane can be stopped by a nuclear bomb, that
windmills cause cancer, that a vaccine for Covid-19 is due any day even
though the whole darn thing is a hoax, a Democratic conspiracy, that he
knows more about the military than the Joint Chiefs of Staﬀ (which is about
to become truer as he fills those jobs), that it’s a good idea for him to hold a
Bible upside down and have his picture taken so obviously loving the word of
God after having peaceful protesters tear-gassed out of Lafayette Square, of
not knowing why Covid has a nineteen after it (okay that is not delusion that
is dumb), his commitment to the belief that he is a stable genius, and his
tendency to have his living quarters everywhere decorated like a seraglio in a
sultan’s palace. Of course, he might not be delusional, just really awful.
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Mini-Calendar
July
NO DCWC General Meeting
September 7 Pending
Labor Day Picnic
Noon to 3 White Horse Park, OP
October 17 Pending
Spirit of the Party Breakfast
8:30 AM Snow Hill Fire Department
November 3
General Election

Tweet of the
Month
@realDonaldTrump

“We’re going to have a better
year next year, I think, than
almost any year in our history.”

MY NON-TWEET RESPONSE
If you lose the election, yes.
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