
DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF WORCESTER COUNTY! JUNE 7, 2020

! PAGE 1

Coming to You !om the Le" Side of the House and the Senate

DCWC Officers 
2020-2021

Thomas Butler, President
Vicky Wallace, Vice-President
Larry Batis, Secretary
Jan Nissen-Hawkins, Treasurer

Executive Board
Rosie Bean, Communications
Harriet Batis & Tim Tarr,
   Ways and Means
Gwen Lehman, Editor
DCWC Newsletter

Join fe&ow Democrats 
as we learn to adapt to 
our times and convene 
the Worcester County 

Democratic Club 
Virtua&y!

It’s time to make 
technology work for 
Democrats and not 
against us. Join us 

and Zoom!

Meeting on Zoom
   The Democratic Club of Worcester County (DCWC) has resumed its 
General Membership meetings via Zoom. Meetings will be conducted 
online until further notice. Held at the regular time, 7 pm, and on the 
regular meeting dates of the 4th Thursday of each month, these online 
meetings will temporarily replace the in-person gatherings of the DCWC. 
Join a meeting by responding to the invitations sent by DCWC President 
Tom Butler. You will need to download the Zoom app onto your phone, or 
other electronic device, in order to participate. If you have not yet joined a 
Zoom meeting online, it’s time to learn. It’s easy and straightforward. 
Check your email for notifications. 

Continuous
OUTRAGE
Washington Post, May 24,  2020
Craig Pittman, Florida family
grieves as Trump spreads 
debunked conspiracy theory to 
attack MSNBC host 
. . . that a sitting president 
can traffic in incendiary 
and false allegations while 
the political world around 
him remains largely 
silent . . .
OUTRAGEOUS!!!

4th Thursdays, 7 pm
DCWC General Meetings

Zoom until meetings resume in the
Assateague Room at the Ocean Pines

Community Center. Please join in
on ZOOM.
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A Message from Your President
Tom Butler,  President, DCWC

Greetings fellow Democrats:

As	  I	  set	  out	  to	  write	  this	  message	  for	  our	  June	  Newsle5er,	  I	  was	  going	  to	  write	  about	  club	  ac9vi9es,	  but	  I	  
couldn’t	  help	  but	  think	  about	  the	  most	  unusual	  week	  we	  have	  just	  been	  through.	  	  It	  felt	  like	  something	  out	  of	  a	  
surreal,	  dystopian	  story.	  	  So	  I	  decided	  to	  focus	  on	  that.	  	  It	  started	  with	  the	  beaches	  and	  parks	  opening	  up	  with	  
thousands	  of	  people	  flocking	  to	  them	  without	  social	  distancing,	  using	  face	  masks,	  or	  limi9ng	  large	  gatherings.	  	  
Even	  though	  the	  coronavirus	  is	  s9ll	  ravaging	  this	  country,	  it	  seemed	  that	  people	  were	  9red	  of	  social	  isola9on	  
and	  had	  given	  up	  on	  the	  virus.	  	  Then	  we	  learned	  two	  horrible	  truths:	  health-‐wise,	  this	  country	  surpassed	  
100,000	  fatali9es,	  and	  economically,	  over	  40	  million	  people	  have	  lost	  their	  jobs	  as	  a	  result	  of	  the	  pandemic.	  	  
These	  are	  numbers	  not	  seen	  in	  our	  life9mes	  and	  should	  validate	  to	  us	  that	  this	  pandemic	  must	  not	  be	  ignored.	  	  
Yet,	  we	  have	  a	  president	  who	  seems	  to	  be	  doing	  just	  that.	  Instead	  he	  is	  issuing	  Tweets	  so	  full	  of	  hate	  and	  lies	  
that	  even	  Twi5er	  finally	  was	  forced	  to	  append	  statements	  to	  the	  Tweets	  to	  link	  to	  the	  real	  facts.	  (It	  was	  about	  
9me).	  	  As	  if	  all	  that	  was	  not	  enough,	  from	  a	  quick-‐thinking	  observer	  taking	  a	  video,	  we	  witnessed	  the	  brutal	  
murder	  of	  a	  black	  man	  by	  Minneapolis,	  Minnesota,	  policemen	  with	  one	  of	  them	  pressing	  his	  knee	  into	  the	  neck	  
of	  the	  subdued	  man	  for	  over	  8	  minutes,	  killing	  him.	  	  This	  once	  again	  exposed	  the	  great	  cancer	  of	  our	  country,	  
racism.	  	  Now	  racism	  crea9ng	  unequal	  jus9ce	  seems	  to	  be	  the	  flashpoint.	  	  First	  there	  were	  demonstra9ons	  and	  
then	  these	  turned	  into	  riots	  that	  have	  spread	  na9onwide,	  the	  kind	  of	  	  riots	  not	  seen	  for	  quite	  a	  long	  9me.	  	  Our	  
president	  rather	  than	  trying	  to	  calm	  the	  na9on	  has	  instead	  called	  those	  demonstra9ng	  and	  rio9ng	  “thugs.”	  	  
Earlier,	  he	  called	  white	  supremacists	  carrying	  guns	  and	  storming	  the	  Michigan	  State	  House	  “fine	  people.”	  	  I	  pray	  
that	  our	  calmer	  selves	  will	  win	  out,	  but	  I	  am	  not	  sure.	  	  Like	  I	  said	  to	  start,	  this	  has	  been	  a	  week	  like	  no	  other.	  	  

As	  we	  turn	  from	  spring	  into	  summer,	  let	  us	  hope	  life	  will	  begin	  to	  brighten	  health-‐wise,	  ecumenically	  wise	  and	  
socially	  wise.

Fellow	  Democrats,	  please	  be	  healthy,	  stay	  safe	  and	  take	  care	  of	  each	  other.	  	  To	  quote	  Joe	  Biden,	  “We	  are	  a	  
na9on	  in	  Pain,	  but	  we	  must	  not	  allow	  this	  pain	  to	  destroy	  us.	  	  We	  are	  a	  na9on	  enraged,	  but	  we	  cannot	  allow	  our	  
rage	  to	  consume	  us.”

IS ANYONE STILL COUNTING?
U.S. CORONA VIRUS DEATHS TOP ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND

While the Administration, including the President and Vice-President, seem to have moved on as if the Corona virus 
pandemic and the illness it causes, COVID-19, are over, the death count in the United States continues to rise. And while 
many major East Coast cities are beginning to see downward trends in new cases, and new hospitalizations, the virus is 
inexorably moving its way into rural communities. Massive protests of injustice throughout the nation are not helping to  
slow or contain the virus. Dr. Fauci, our leading expert on virus epidemiology is reporting that the administration is no 
longer communicating with the Corona Virus Task Force. Like much else, Trump is over it - bored with it - on to something 
else. When he does make reference to this contagion, it is to blame its spread on others, to take no responsibility for his 
slow response or failure to lead the nation in our battle against it. He has, instead, severed all cooperative endeavors with 
international partners who are seeking to stop the virus. He has walked away from the battle, just not far enough.
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  FIRST VIRTUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF DCWC WAS A ZOOMING SUCCESS

 Jake, a recent graduate of Salisbury University with 
a degree in political science, emphasized that it is 
not only young voters who have progressive values,
but that progressive policies are supported by the
majority of Americans, whether or not they self- 
identify as progressives or not. It would, thus, seem 
a good idea to push for the most progressive 
legislative agenda in the 2020 Democratic Party 
Platform. The fear that this will not happen may be 
keeping young voters from endorsing or fully 
supporting a Biden campaign. What young voters 
want, according to Burdett, is a New Deal-type set 
of policies with the added commitment to racial 
justice.
   A lively question and answer session followed with 
participants sending their questions through the 
Chat feature. Jake, a past co-president of the SU 
chapter of College Democrats of America, is now 
residing in Howard County and working on local 
campaigns.

 The May general meeting of the Democratic Club 
of Worcester County was held via Zoom on May 28. 
Thirty-six people joined the online meeting. DCWC 
President Tom Butler opened the meeting and 
introduced the guest speaker, Jake Burdett. Jake 
spoke about the Youth Vote and how to get young 
people to engage with and support the Democratic 
Party. 
  In his remarks, Jake emphasized how important the 
youth vote is to Democrats. And while young voters 
tend to lean Democratic, the Democratic Party is in 
danger of losing young voters. Currently, 41% of 
Millennials are registered as Independents, with 35% 
registered as Democrats, and 17% as Republicans. 
Jake’s explanation for the lack of wholesale support 
for the Democratic Party among Millennials is their 
feeling of still being unheard. As Sanders’ supporters, 
many Millennials feel as if they have been shut out 
once again and that they have no real voice in the 
Democratic Party due to its establishment wing.

We have had over 150 turnovers 
in my administration. If you call 
that turmoil, I don’t call it 
turmoil. I say that is being 
smart. That’s what we do.
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DCWC Welcomes Mike Candland as 
Guest Speaker for June 25 Zoom Meeting

! Mike Candland, logistics supervisor for MasTec, will be the invited guest speaker for the June 25 meeting 
of the Democratic Club of Worcester County. Held via Zoom, Mr. Candland will be discussing broadband 
internet in Worcester County.  MasTec was founded in 1929 as an infrastructure construction company. They 
provide engineering, building, maintenance, and upgrades for communications systems.
! Bringing broadband internet service to rural America has become one of the newest “essential” services. 
This need has increased exponentially with the move to online learning by public and private schools, online 
meetings for businesses, civic organizations, and non-profits, and online doctor visits. Spotty internet service, as 
well as slow internet service, are more serious problems as we fight the pandemic by using distance learning and 
distance communication. 
! Worcester County “is currently conducting broadband coverage testing to identify where gaps exist in 
which there currently is no fiber/cable broadband infrastructure to serve the needs of residents, businesses, and 
institutions in Worcester County.” (Worcester County Commissioners Web page) 
! Mr. Candland will bring first-hand knowledge of the broadband internet issue as it pertains to our 
county. Following his presentation, he will answer questions from meeting participants.

June 2nd Maryland Primary Election Results

President
Biden 85%
Sanders 6%

First District U.S. Houses of Representatives
Mia Mason   41%
Alison Galbraith  40%

Primary Election Results Indicate Something, Not Sure What
! It was difficult to find the results from the June 2nd Maryland Primary 
Election. I searched online for about twenty minutes and did not succeed in 
finding an easy-to-follow listing of the winning candidates. The NYT had the 
best coverage of the many primaries held on that date. As there were multiple 
primaries being held June 2, it was a lot to cover. MD stats were floating amidst 
so many others and many final results had not come in by the time their article 
was published. 
! The results for the First District House race were puzzling as Alison 
Galbraith, who dropped out of the race, came in a very close second to Mia 
Mason, with Jennifer Pingley polling only at 19%. Are we not paying attention or 
are we imploring a candidate to get back in the race? Don’t know. 
! ! ! ! ! -Gwen Lehman

We must rekindle the fire of 
idealism in our society, for 
nothing suffocates the promise 
of America more than 
unbounded cynicism and 
indifference.
(June 10, 1987)
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DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF WORCESTER COUNTY MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

2020-2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF WORCESTER COUNTY 

Your Name ___________________________________________________________

Your Primary Address __________________________________________________________
!
 !               ________________________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________  Email: _____________________________________

DUES: $15 Single! $25 Family                Make checks payable to DCWC. 
Print this form and send with your check to: DCWC, P.O. 1664, Berlin, MD 21811

Dear Friends of the Democratic Club of Worcester County: 
 
As a new member of the Board of Directors of the DCWC, I am asking for your help to get our club up and 
running again.  As past, and hopefully, future members, we are asking that you take this opportunity to 
renew your membership. Memberships are available for $15 for an individual or $25 for a couple.  DCWC 
will extend your membership through December 31, 2021. TWO YEARS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE. 
Members who have already purchased their 2020 membership will have it extended through December 31, 
2021 as well. Mail your check to the DCWC, Post Office Box 1664, Berlin, Maryland, 21811.  If you are not 
sure you have paid your 2020 membership fee, contact Jan Nissen-Hawkins at redhatmum6@gmail.com. 
   
Remember, we still meet on the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 for coffee and conversation. Our 
program/speaker begins at 7:00. Currently, our meetings are being held via Zoom, so the coffee and 
conversation prior to the meetings are not yet a part of our welcome to the DCWC meetings.  
 
Because of the in-home quarantine, the DCWC has cancel all its activities through May and into June. At 
this time, our next DCWC scheduled fund raiser, the Labor Day Picnic, is pending and not certain to be 
held. The Spirit of the Party Breakfast, sponsored by the Democratic Central Committee, is scheduled for 
October 17 in Snow Hill, but it is also pending. We will share information about these two events it becomes 
available.    
 
Stay safe and thank you for your support.  And join us on June 25th for a General Meeting via Zoom. 
 
Vicky Wallace, 
Vice President, DCWC
410-208-2969/Vick1947@aol.com

mailto:redhatmum6@gmail.com
mailto:redhatmum6@gmail.com
mailto:Vick1947@aol.com
mailto:Vick1947@aol.com
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BOTH	  SIDES	  NOW:	  TRUMP	  AND	  FREEDOM	  OF	  SPEECH
By Steve Cohen

When I started to write this article, I thought about Judy Collins’ song “Both Sides Now.” This is an 
article about social media and President Trump’s executive order threatening our First Amendment 
rights of free speech and his use of Twitter.

Everyone is familiar with our constitutional right to free speech. This was written to protect 
government infringement on our rights. This does not interfere with a private company infringing on 
free speech. A recent court ruling states, “despite the companies’ power, they cannot violate the First 
Amendment because it only regulates governments, not the private sector.” Thus, now we come to 
the most recent clash between social media and free speech.

As most of you know, President Trump was stewing over Twitter’s recent decision to institute a “fact 
checking” warning on his tweets about mail-in ballots. He sent out a tyrannical Twitter to shut down or 
regulate all social media platforms. What is his right or the government’s right to regulate this social 
media platform? At the time of this writing, President Trump is planning to issue an executive order on 
this subject.

Section 230 of the communications law allows companies leeway to regulate abuse on their platforms 
without holding them legally liable for anything they miss or anyone they annoy and directs the FTC to 
consider whether political bias is true. Either would prove chilling to regular use of the internet, 
whether liberal or conservative.

The President must recognize that private companies such as Twitter and Facebook have the right to 
flag false data and misinformation. The problem is that the President is a source of numerous 
falsehoods and misinformation. He wants the FCC or FTC to become an arbiter of intent for all social 
media.

But, the very social media platforms that he rails against have been his biggest campaign 
tools.

The freedom of companies to make their own statements and policies and the freedom of Americans 
to speak their minds is a protected right for everyone. Trump’s dangerous crusade to use the 
government to limit or even censor free speech should be called out for what it is: TYRANNICAL.

Free speech is a foundation of our society and vital to a healthy, vibrant democracy and should be 
protected at all costs, no matter what political party holds power.  

Update: A ruling that emerged from a powerful federal appeals court in Washington, D.C., on 
Wednesday morning is strong evidence that the courts are unlikely to be receptive to President 
Donald Trump’s claims that he and his political supporters are being silenced by social media 
platforms like Twitter. 
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Got a Business, A Cause? Run an 
Advert in our Newsletter!

The Newsletter of the Democratic Club of Worcester 
County is going to begin running one-quarter page to 
one-eighth of a page (1/4 - 1/8th) promotions/
advertisements for local businesses, charitable causes, 
and non-profits. If you are a small business owner, have 
a charitable cause for which you would like to raise 
funds, are a member of a club seeking members, or are 
a local non-profit seeking to promote the work that 
you do for our community, you may send an electronic 
copy of your promotion/advertisement to 
gwenlehman@yahoo.com for inclusion in our 
newsletter.  When your promotion/ad is run in a 
monthly newsletter, you will receive an invoice in the 
amount of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for a quarter 
page promo or $15 for an 1/8th of a page promo. 
Payment will then be due and should be sent to:
DCWC, P.O.Box 1664, Berlin, MD 21811.

Call Tom at 443-523-4491 to rent a kayak or 
enjoy an easy kayak tour. Reasonable rates. 
Loads of fun on the water and in the sun. 

KAYAK TOURS

mailto:gweblehman@yahoo.com
mailto:gweblehman@yahoo.com
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VERIFIABLE
A monthly contribution from JOE BEGGS
Editor’s Note: In a series of four monthly articles, local political commentator Joe Be*s 
wi& attempt to answer the question WHY? Why does Trump’s “base” think he’s so great? 
Why are Republicans silent when Trump does the inexplicable things he does? Why does 
Trump get by with open corruption? And most importantly, why do the rich and the 
huge corporations support him at every turn? The answers make a lot of sense, but they 
wi& not come as a “great revelation.” We’ve known it a& along.

The Silence of the Republican Party
In order to understand why Republicans are silent in the face of the horrific actions and statements of 
Donald Trump, we must patiently slog through some deductive reasoning. The following is not theory, it is 
factual, based on long experience and observation…

Politicians are logically compelled to be loyal to those who helped them achieve their status. This is a principle 
which applies equally to kings and dictators and to those who are democratically elected. You can rest assured that, 
in this “help” to achieve power, there was money involved. Lots of money. 

So who owns “lots of money” in a society? Obviously, in an industrial society, big business and landowners control 
the vast majority of wealth. The ONLY other entity to claim vast wealth and resources is the government. It stands 
to reason that if the government is allowed to be an independent power, it can be a threat to the profits of big 
business. However, if big business can find a way to CONTROL the actions of the government, then there is no 
threat to business profits, and big business can operate freely, without legal actions or regulations.

Big money interests simply invest money to control government. A few million dollars invested in lobbying and 
candidates can mean literally billions in extra profits. (For illustration, see Exxon-Mobil, Chevron, and Valero.) 
Elected officials from both parties have taken money from big business, to varying degrees. But since the two terms 
of Ronald Reagan, the Republican Party has been controlled by big business. There are very few issues where you 
can find Republican legislators, at any level, voting against the moneyed interests that put them in office.

Under the Trump administration, the Republican party has achieved many great victories for big money, including 
a huge tax break for corporations and the rich. Trump and the Republicans have absolutely destroyed the EPA, the 
Consumer Protection Agency, the Justice Department, and every regulatory body in our government. These 
agencies were specifically designed to protect the populace from harm, but Republicans see these agencies as a 
threat to the “freedom” (translate: profit) of the moneyed interests.

The reason the Republican Party is silent in the face of the destructive acts of this repugnant president is because he 
is ACTING ON BEHALF OF BIG MONEY, the same source of money that acquired the services of Republicans. 
So they are FOR big corporate tax breaks, AGAINST the Minimum Wage; FOR cooperating with corruption 
overseas, AGAINST cooperation with our long-term allies; FOR voter suppression, AGAINST vote-by-mail; FOR 
big-oil subsidies, AGAINST climate change legislation; FOR money laundering and financial fraud, AGAINST 
financial regulation. It’s time for us to put the Republican Party where they belong: in an election-driven time out. 
Let’s vote them out of power, and thus render them completely silent.
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     Worcester County Democrats 16th Annual SPIRIT of the PARTY Breakfast

OCTOBER 17, 2020
8:30 AM

Snow Hill Volunteer Fire Department
Meeting Center

4718 Snow Hill Road, Snow Hill, MD

PANCAKES, SAUSAGES, FRUIT, JUICE & COFFEE ~ GOOD FOOD, GOOD 
TIMES, GOOD POLITICS! SEVERAL FEATURED SPEAKERS

$20 per person  for Worcester County Democratic Club members, members of the Democratic Central 
Committee, and THEIR partners and GUESTS.

$25 per person for Non-Members of a Worcester County Democratic Club

SAVE THE DATE

PICNIC Pending
September 7, 2020     12 NOON to 3 PM

White Horse Park, Ocean Pines
Guest Speakers - Great Food - Good Times

 Celebrating the Essential Worker

Pending
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Mini-CalendarIt’s Hard to Know Where to Begin
by Gwen Lehman

@realDonaldTrump

Tweet of the
    Month

   I know I am not the most patient person. Patience is a virtue. It proves 
itself to be a virtue over and over and over again, yet patience is not the 
virtue we practice with the most efficacy most of the time. That we should 
practice patience, nurture it, hone it, embrace it, embody it because it will 
reward us for doing so finally - eventually - sometime in the future, well, we 
can’t bear to wait for that.
 This pandemic is trying my patience and that of my fellow citizens, BUT I 
don’t want the wholesale reopening of anything right now, least of all the 
country, not to mention the Boardwalk?! You can not begin to imagine how 
much I would enjoy a large Thrasher’s right now, or to sit down somewhere 
other than my dining room and eat a lunch or a dinner, or for heaven’s sake a 
breakfast, a snack, anything that somebody other than me has prepared. I 
am so conditioned to go where I want, when I want, and do what I want as a 
fully retired person who is never sure what day of the week it is, that I want 
out. BUT I am, not stuck, safe at home, making minimal trips to the drive-
through pharmacy, and the grocery store when it is least crowded, and an 
outdoor nursery because I have to get my hands in the dirt and put a plant 
in the ground so I have something to hope will grow benignly, beautifully, 
magnificently as a shield against all that has grown malignant and ugly and 
decaying in our culture.
   Yes, I have planted a garden in the shade. I sit at my window with a book, 
and when I pause and look up from my reading, I look out at the ferns and 
the foxglove, the bleeding heart and the winter camellia, and the small little 
mouse ear hostas I have come to love, and I think to myself WHEN WILL 
THAT LAZY SLOB IN THE WHITE HOUSE DO SOMETHING TO 
STOP THIS?!! Because, after all, while patience is a virtue, sloth is not. 
Soon, perhaps before you read this, 100,000 of our citizens will have 
perished. While I am home reading a book and our untutored president is 
rage-tweeting in his own defense, the death toll continues to rise. The 
shades are being lowered throughout the land, and 45 and his minions do 
little to nothing about it, but instead keep tugging the shades down and 
down and down. 

June 25
DCWC General Meeting/ZOOM 7 pm

September 7 Pending
Labor Day Picnic
Noon to 3 White Horse Park, OP

October 17 Pending
Spirit of the Party Breakfast
8:30 AM Snow Hill Fire Department

November 3
General Election

DANGEROUS ILLUSIONS: The Great Lie
Illusions are ideas that cause us to see ourselves, others, institutions and 
organizations in a way that does not correspond to reality. They can 
originate from our upbringing, our life and work experiences, our 
education, our relationships and the things we read, listen to, and watch. 
Our illusions seem so real that they “lodge peacefully” in our sub-
conscious with disastrous results, influencing our choices and our 
decision-making. They cause us to reinterpret truth to fit manufactured 
narratives. They permit us to avoid facing problems or anesthetize us to 
the hard work and pain of facing reality. They prevent us undertaking the 
task of changing our lives and our world. Illusions allow us to avoid taking 
any responsibility while granting us the illusion of control and power.   

“. . .  when the looting 
starts, the shooting 
starts.”


